
 

ABN  14 852 335 677

MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING

AEU 163 Greenhill Road, Parkside 5063

THURSDAY 7 May 2009  4.45 to 6.30 pm

Chaired:  Peter Cavouras
Minutes:  Penny Cavanagh

1. Exchange of Accounts and Administration and Change over  etc
2. Present and Apologies

Apologies: Martyn Anderson, Ty Cheesman, Biljana Elliott, Irene Frangos, Paula Hensing, Jarrod Lungley, Kathleen Meyers, Jodie Papadopoulos, Mareea Smith,
Present: Robin Aukett, Geof Bailey, Penny Cavanagh, Peter Cavouras, 

Helen Douglas-Irving, Donna Foster, Shane Hennessy, Helen Peake, Jane Penhall, Rick Sommariva, Nik Surikov, 

Non-attending: Jan Dean, Magda Todd
Minutes from Previous Meetings

Moved Geof Bailey
Seconded Helen Douglas-Irving 
CARRIED
3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

· Ty and Peter booklet for Year 10’s

Peter is following it up and he will do it for release in Semester 2
· Peter - ACCC – Greg Trengrove – Law Week Ideas

Greg Trengrove is fully subscribed for his activities during Law Week
· Peter Ideas for Gifts and Sponsorship for Annual Conference delegates:
· Water bottle

· 2Gb USB with lanyard attached

· Small plastic ruler

ACTION:  Peter to check whether or not Flinders Uni may want to provide the USB’s for us.  Peter to follow up what materials could be included on the USB including Year 10 gear.  Information to be sent to Robin at aukett.robin2@saugov.s.agov.au ready for Week 1 Term 3 (July 20)

· Geof Bailey would like gear for Conference Legal Brief three weeks prior to conference ie Week 1 Term 3 (July 20)

· List of Contacts idea suggested by Nik that be added to USB e.g. Ron Schulz for Constitutional Topic etc 

ACTION:  Agenda item for June 4 meeting to brainstorm ideas of contacts to be put on USB and work out a phone list roster to gain their permission
· Peter – Tertiary Partnerships for CPT
No reply from Adelaide Uni and Uni SA representative Rick Sarre said they did not have time to assist

Flinders are assisting with CPT’s with a positional mailbox (see Exec Report) – details yet to be communicated to us
· Peter – Dinner Speaker for Conference – Lindy Powell
· Peter and Rick – NSW Annual Conference Attendees
Report to be incorporated in minutes of meeting
Handout from Rick of programme and his impressions (attached)
Rick suggested LETASA is unable to reprint papers due to tax laws re non-members

 - Schools mainly paid for teachers to attend
- Teachers did not seem to have difficulty getting out of school

- 8500 – 9000 students study legal studies in NSW

- 240 attended in a large hotel with cleaners walking through etc
                                      logistical issues

- NSW State Schooling system is very strong 
- All the speakers were professors of law or academics in related fields
- Dinner speaker Margaret Cunneen SC excellent 

- All related back to course and pitched back at course with specific
   Examples noting that it is a very legalistic course
                                    - We have invited President to our Annual Conference in August and
                                       we would pay for his conference fees to reciprocate 
Peter’s report attached and also published in Legal Brief
· URL – for new NSW Draft Syllabus http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/pdf_doc/legal-studies-draft-syllabus-08.pdf
· Concerns discussed about national curriculum especially about the Legal Studies course in NSW being compulsory 2 years 
· Need to keep civics banner flying then protect Legal Studies
· Geof Bailey moved and Helen Douglas-Irving seconded “A vote of thanks to Rick and Peter for going to the conference and contributing to our meeting today and enlightening us about national issues using their personal time.”
Unanimously Carried 
Book Borrowing List 

Sean
– The Sheree Turner Story

Geof 
– Portrait of an Unreasonable Man, Cannon’s book, The Consensus Artefact
Jane 
– Portrait of an Unreasonable Man, Canon’s book

Peter 
– Once I was a Juror
Robin 
– Once I was a Juror

4. Correspondence
Tabled LETASA letter of support to Australian Education Union to oppose “league tables” to the Minister of Education
5. Reports

· Executive Report – Tabled and Attached  

Agreed to send flowers to Ty for his wedding celebrations
Action:  Rick Sommariva
· Treasurer’s Report – Report tabled and accepted
In view of the tight financial situation it is recommended that we delay printing of the revision guide to enable us to clear any financial commitments re other materials.  Further it is recommended that we investigate the implementation of restrictions re supply to outstanding debtors.
· New SACE - 
National Curriculum – National Curriculum Board  –New papers posted today so history one may be worth looking at  ncb.org.au

Now called ACARA – replaces NCB as the name of the body
SACE Board:   All Stage One Subject Outlines will be on net by mid – May – some up already (late addendum; the Legal Studies outline sent out to all LETASA contacts by Penny)
They are still working on assessment 
There are teams in DECS, Independent and Catholic to support schools 


· Technology Report

- Stat counter shows not many people use our web site

- Flinders Uni - E Assessment – electronic things for testing learning, on a
flash drive which means Flinders have lots of flash drives so may well wish to sponsor flash drives for our Annual Conference as suggested above
 - Wiki from Flinders which is private – so Robyn sent one out to us and we
    can sign up so discussion topics may be useful for Legal Studies

· Publications Report
- we will recover all the money but we have a double publications order of Court and Tort so should make lots of money next year
· Membership Report
- 67 Members
 - need to check with Kathleen about memberships that seem to be missing – e.g. Helen Peake, Donna Foster, Nik Surikov



· Country Liaison – Biljana apology






· Annual Conference –  Suggestions for speakers:  Collaborative Law Group, Flinders Uni Group, suggestions for Keynote Senator Xenohon, Senator Bob Brown – Action:  Peter to contact
· Christmas Party –  as planned for August 1 needs a rethink due to weather constraints
6. Any Other Business 
Meeting Finished:  6.45 pm
NEXT MEETING:  Week 2 Thursday 4 June 4.45 pm AEU

Nibbles:  Peter Cavouras – to contact Adelaide TAFE about permanent catering arrangements
NSW Legal Studies State Conference

 April 2 & 3, 2009
DAY 1 
9.05 – 10.00 Session 1

The Effectiveness of Legal Penalties in Achieving Justice in the Criminal

Justice System

Nick Cowdery QC, Director of Public Prosecutions

Very entertaining and thought provoking ..well worth while..put many  issues into the context that kids could easily relate to.

Parliament makes laws but criminal lawyers clean up after the effect of a crime.

10.00 – 10.55 Session 2

Young People and the Law

Dr Belinda Smith – Faculty of Law University of Sydney

Human Rights laws…once L makes the laws E & J are there to fill the gaps..Canadian courts are good eg to human rights as they use an open model and easy to undersatnd..Aust uses a closed model because it is codified…L model harder to change

11.20 – 12.05 Session 3

The Revised Legal Studies Syllabus – Changes and Implementation

Jennifer Lawless –Inspector - HSIE, NSW Board of Studies

Tracey McIntosh senior prject officer, NSW Board of Studies

Made sure everyone was aware that when they surveyed teachers about the changes to the syllabus that it was what a majority of teachers wanted…they all seemed to agree

12.05 – 1.00 Session 4

Family Law

Francesca Dominello -Associate lecturer -Law Faculty, Macquarie University

Young, very intelligent.. couldn’t use a microphone to save herself and used an overhead projector which we couldn’t see what was on it anyhow…good info even though she made some mistakes..

2.00 – 3.30 Session 5 and 6 - Workshops 2 Sessions (45 minutes each)

Consumers - Dr Luke Nottage - Faculty of Law, University of Sydney

Global Environment (focus on Climate Change) – Dr Tim Stephens

Faculty of Law, University of Sydney

Very informative and gave good info at the right level for kids to get their teeth into. Talked about International Climate Change Law. ‘The Garnaut Review’ is a good paper to read to look at climate change law.

Shelter– Dr Cathleen Sherry – Faculty of Law University of NSW

Workplace – Professor Joellen Riley – Faculty of Law, University of

Sydney

World Order – Dr Natalie Klein – Faculty of Law – Macquarie University

3.45 – 4.30 Workshop Session For Teachers New To Legal Studies

Jennie Mater, OLMC Parramatta and John Andrews St Patrick’s Marist

College, Dundas

Not me

7.00 Conference Dinner

After Dinner Speaker – Margaret Cunneen, SC, Deputy Crown Prosecutor

Absolutely the highlight of the conference as she was an incredible speaker…wine was good and I was invited to sit at the committee table and next to Jenny Lawless who writes the National Curriculum for History in Melbourne.

DAY 2

9-10.30 Session 1

Indigenous Peoples and the Law

Professor Larissa Behrendt – University of Technology Sydney

International law and how it treats Aboriginal people. She was an excellent speaker.

10.00 – 11.00 Session 2

A Charter of Rights for Australia?

Ed Santow, University of NSW

Human Rights …spoke well.

11.20 – 12.05 Session 3 -

Law Reform in Australia

Professor David Weisbrot

Spoke brilliantly and used technology exceptionally well which seems to be a flaw of all other speakers…a good choice to come and speak to us in SA.

12.15 –1.00 Session 4

Preparing for the New Syllabus

Sarah Condie & Cathy Hammer– Legal Information Access Centre

Helped in finding info on topics

2.00 -300 Session 5 - HSC Workshops

Law Access–Mia Zahra

Improving Your Students HSC Marks, Tips from the Marking Centre–

Wayne Gleeson, Woolooware High

Using example of: legislation, documents, treaties, cases, media reports

in the HSC Exam Joanne McFarland, Killara High and Tracey McIntosh,

Marsden High

Using scaffolding to answer questions
My impressions… - Rick Sommariva LETASA representative attendee
· Venue was good but not central to Sydney so at night I was stuck in the hotel and not able to go down the road for a snack or sights

· 240 attended on day 1 and 150 attended on day 2…2 days too long

· Goodies bag quite pathetic compared to ours…

· 8500-9000 students study legal studies in NSW..over 400 teachers teach the subject.

· Very parochial as NSW population seems to let them think that they will have the altimate say in the National Curr…not what Jenny Lawless says though…she is battling to get legal into the History Curri in a big way but a long way to go..

· Generally people where shocked and pleased to see someone from another state coming to see what they do…

· Publication of any of the papers from the conference is not available to non members at all…that was made quite clear even though I got permission from most of the speakers to publish in our legal brief..

· Morning tea / afternoon tea and lunch were good on both days…ours is better and more…

· All presenters were from universities and DPP…all experts in their field ..all seemed to be very aware of the syllbus and spoke about how you could incorporate the issue they spoke on into the course..

· All student s who study legal have to do a full year in Yr 11 and full year in Yr 12…therefore a 2 year course..

· Cab fares rediculously priced…over $350 for me to travel to & from venue 

· Most people apart from committee members spoke of a gap between committee and members…

· Cost was $330 including membership…therefore $260 for 2 days for members…
EXECUTIVE REPORT





7 MAY 2009

LETASA – TERTIARY PARTNERSHIPS

Contact has been made with Flinders Uni to re-affirm their commitment to providing support for the CPT via a positional mailbox. I am yet to determine the best way to advertise this or to be advised of how it might be accessed. Once I have details of the address etc for the mailbox I will consult with Robin about advertising it on our website and other methods of promotion.

No subsequent meeting has yet occurred to determine the involvement of Flinders academic staff in teacher workshops, the conference or like forums.

In terms of other institutions, discussions of a preliminary nature have been held with Rick Sarre to ascertain whether or not UNISA will run a similar service. He has posited a preference for each institution to offer this type of service annually in a three-year cycle and suggested academics at his site would only come on board this year if there is money involved as they are already over-committed. It was interesting to hear that he has also made an offer to assist Seymour and Marryatville which, while a noble gesture, cuts to the core of what we are trying to improve - unequal access to resources.

NSW State Legal Studies Association conference

See attached report – both Rick Sommariva and myself attended with Rick attending for the two days.

Autumn Appetiser – twilight teacher PD [April 1]

Judge Prescott addressed 21 teachers about current issues in relation to anti-bikie legislation and a series of related cases that have the potential to undermine individual civil liberties. While a common belief acknowledges that few in the audience as law abiding citizens will be affected by the legislation, the discussion around the potential erosion of individual rights is an interesting one.

The judge seemed a little reluctant to say anything controversial and was perhaps more philosophical in his response to questions from the floor.

Materials prepared by myself and distributed at the session are yet to be finalised in terms of adding citations for related cases of interest.

Collaborative Law

In the same vein as restorative justice practice, there is a new and emerging form of alternative dispute resolution that a group of lawyers is both advocating and practising. They are keen to promote discussion about the concept and speak with students and teachers at a range of forums, one of which could include a workshop at the annual conference.

Pride of Australia Medal nomination

One of our very own, Geof Bailey received a nomination for the above award and has become a finalist in the category of service to education.

Wedding Bells

Congratulations to Ty and Michelle (no she won’t be called ‘Cheese Girl’ and join forces with her husband and rid the world of low grade cheese) who tied the knot in a lavish but informal ceremony during the holidays. For the record, the groom sang his wedding vows and footage of this appears on You Tube. I wish them many many years of happiness.

Year 10 Resource

The wedding, getting used to three weeks holidays, setting up a new house and then returning to school to attend year 8 camp has made it difficult for Ty and I to finalise this resource but I am onto it. My intention is that we make it available for semester 2 this year and I will have the opportunity to promote it at an upcoming ‘citizenship in action’ forum that is being offered for teachers on June 23.

The programme attempts to give teachers of information about learning programmes at courts and parliament as well as links to the SOSE curriculum.

Peter Cavouras

OBJECTS  OF  LETASA





To promote and provide support to the teaching and learning


       of legal studies in civics education


To publish and disseminate legal education materials


To provide a forum for discussion
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