         ABN  14 852 335 677

MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING

AEU 163 Greenhill Road, Parkside 5063

THURSDAY  8  February 2007  4.45 pm to 6.30 pm

Chaired:  

Minutes:  

1. Exchange of Accounts and Administration and Change Over  etc

2. Present and Apologies

Apologies:  Geof Bailey, Greg Cramey, Fran Kennedy, Jodie Papadopoulos, Helen Peake, Jane Penhall, Jo Tiffen.

Present: Robin Aukett, Penny Cavanagh, Peter Cavouras, Ty Cheesman, Jan Dean, Helen Douglas-Irving, Anne Fisher, Donna Foster, Irene Frangos, Shane Hennessy, Paula Hensing, Kathleen Meyers, Frank Rieuwers, Ron Schulz, Mareea Smith, Rick Sommariva, Nik Surikov, 

Non-attending:  
Minutes from Previous Meeting

Moved that Minutes be accepted Shane Hennessy and seconded Mareea Smith   Carried

3. Business Arising from the Minutes 

Planner change meeting 23 August to 16 August send planners to everyone with change

Professional Development Ideas feedback – few email ideas shared with group re timing of PD and country teacher travel, PD on content, CPT, final essay in exam, electoral commission, civics and citizenship for primary through to secondary be good too.
History Trust for teachers after hours – Penny to follow up 

Promoting Legal Studies back to the Top 10 – Shane Hennessy

An informative and challenging session was taken by Shane and some of the ideas are recorded below
1997 – we are no longer in Top 10 

Shane discussed how he taught the Constitution to Year 11’s and habeas corpus
Discussion of various ideas:

· Need a publicity officer – Bob Tucker, Annual Conference, Winter Warmers etc but not for students

· Award Bob Tucker award, alternate year we need to give under 30 year old teacher award or graduate award

· Ex students now studying pay them to talk to students making subject choices

· Develop a Web Site with  4 sections – Brain:  favourite essay, assignment, CPT, test, exam and video Heart – favourite case, topic, teacher, Judge, speech, link

· Suggest – brain academic part of course and heart moral part of course

– spend a fortune and make appealing to students

· Use ex students on brain and heart web site too

· Suggest focus on Year 10 teachers 

· A5 brochure to inform students about the course 

· Need to look at school lines and choices

· Need to put more of legal brief on line 

· Legal Studies seen as language rich – English Studies has dropped 8000 word assignment

· Our exam still worth 40% - exam in Politics only 2 hours

· Text book is incomprehensible to a lot of students

· We are older and need younger teachers

· Students listen to previous students

· Need empirical evidence

· Need a goal based on the evidence

· Depends on the individual teacher in the school and no continuity in DECS schools with teachers like in private schools

· New subjects like psychology and nutrition

· Maybe tie in with Vocational Colleges somehow for promotion

Suggest Web Site be explored costs and benefits – Shane and Robin and Peter
Write up a course for Year 10 SOSE to get them in – Ty, Kathleen and Shane to explore 
Survey – Ann Fisher to explore

VET Stream with Justice Studies – Mareea to follow up Daryl Best at Modbury and Penny to see Rob Thomas at VET College 
Feedback re Year 12 Exam 2006  - 30 minute discussion time – Peter Cavouras/Robin Aukett


Peter – 1303 ie 80 less than previous year 


Peter made a report 


Agreed to follow up next meeting and Penny to remind everyone to bring their exam papers

and by then the Chief Examiners report may be available 

4. Correspondence – 
Out 

Letter of support to OARS re funding application for video about restorative justice practices

In


Orders for Geof


Christmas Card from Red Cross

5. Reports

· Executive Report – Tabled and attached

Moved Shane Hennessy and seconded Kathleen Meyers “That Peter Cavouras be nominated as our Public Officer for LETASA Inc” Carried unanimously 

Special General Meeting – next Thursday advertised in Legal Brief – send out flier in email groups in case people have not received Legal Brief


Need a good charity for next year for Quiz Night

· Treasurer’s Report


Discussion re insurance

Public liability through CEASA

Moved Robin and seconded Mareea “That we do not insure our assets through AMP”











Carried

We have old equipment which does not require insurance





· Technology Report
- Membership form on web site and sent to Paula Hensing and person submitting gets a hard copy

Need to look into your security

Any ideas on web site – email Robin on his home address please






· Publications Report
nil







· Membership Report
44 members and 5 brand new ones





· Country Liaison
Donna to send out a mail out to find out what they want and report back by next meeting aim at all schools whether legal studies or not










· Annual Conference 

Ideas for Dinner Venue needed 


Ideas for Dinner Speaker – suggested Amanda Vanstone 

Major Michael Mori not guaranteed available in Australia $5000 appearance fee plus accommodation and airfares needed if he was to speak

Ron has organized David McLeod as keynote speaker 

·         Quiz Night – see Executive Report Discussion re charity next meeting

6. Any Other Business

Open Access needs Legal Studies  IT person part time to develop a course in Justice in Society

Penny asked for any feedback re LETASA role statements

Big, Big Thanks to Mareea for hosting the Christmas party 2006
NEXT  MEETING  8 March 2007

Meeting Finished:  6.15 pm
Nibbles: Ron Schulz

EXECUTIVE REPORT

Thursday 8 February 2007

Welcome

Welcome to the 2007 school year. I hope the year has started well and look forward to a positive year on the LETASA front. For those of you who are a little transient in your jobs, I hope things have progressed to your satisfaction. To those lucky ones who travelled overseas I hope you had an enjoyable trip.

Special General Mtg

A couple of developments have required the need to call a special general mtg next week. As an incorporated body we have certain reporting and administrative requirements that we haven’t complied with. While the Office of Business and Consumer Affairs would tend to adopt the attitude that attempted compliance is better than fighting the losing battle of rigid adherence, now seems a good time to attend to:

· Anomalies in the Constitution following changes in recent years

· Constitutional compliance with the OBCA guidelines

· The appointment and notification to OBCA of our Public Officer

· Lodging a constitution with them

Young men and young women in leadership forums reminders

Parliament (boys) 
Tues 27 Feb

Courts (girls)

Wed 7 March [keen to ‘podcast’ this]

Twilight teacher PD sessions

I was thinking that the theme for each of these sessions could be a speaker responding to the extended essay questions from the 2006 Legal Studies exam and am interested on the thoughts of the committee in relation to this.

LETASA/IJS Merit Awards

Some 21 students will be recognised this year, all Legal Studies students. The ceremony runs from 2.00 pm at Adelaide TAFE. If you had a merit student and can get to the ceremony and would like to, please let me know by Feb 8 and I will see if you can be added to the list of attendees as there may be room for a couple.

Students are awarded a certificate by Professor Rick Sarre, a $30 voucher and get to enjoy nibbles with their parent invitees afterwards. 

Courts Open Days

Courts will be holding a number of Open Days – Pt Pirie (March 1), Victor Harbor (March 15), Berri (May 31), Pt Lincoln and Pt Augusta (TBA) as well as the Adelaide one during Law Week.

What I can do with schools depends on the building and the time frame as apart from Pt Augusta and Adelaide the others are running from 2-6pm. 

For the ½ day sessions the general approach is talking heads in a court room and a walk through the rest of the building though between 2 and 3 pm I will attempt to run a few short workshops at Pt Pirie because the venue has two court rooms.

LETASA QUIZ Night

I need to write letters to attract sponsorship, but before I can do that I need some sense of who we are attempting to raise money for – any ideas are welcome?

Peter Cavouras
