Stage 2 Justice in Society – Society and Culture

 
TASK 8 Assessment Type 3: External Assessment  -  Investigation
Conduct an investigation into a negotiated contemporary social or cultural issue related to the legal system which may be derived from a topic covered in this course or may be linked to a student’s personal interest. It is essential that the issue or topic has a clearly defined focus.

Students are encouraged to identify and analyse primary, as well as secondary, sources of information in gathering evidence about the issue. 

Illustrations of possible:
                  topic areas                                             and                                    defined foci 
	1. Adolescent and young adult refugees and the criminal justice system
	1. Do differences in values have to end up in conflict? 



	2. Teenage “binge” drinking
	2. What would help most  - new laws or better education?

	3. Young Drivers and the law
	3. Are  “Hoon” Driver laws necessary or are they discriminatory?

	4. Consumer Laws
	4. Are young people sufficiently aware of the risks and legal protections involved in consumerism? 

	5. Internet crime and safety


	5. How big is the problem of internet scamming and identity fraud? Can Australian lawmakers do anything to stop it?

	6. The environment versus the individual
	6. Why can’t I chop down my own tree?

	7. Young people and political power


	7. What political rights do young people have? Would this change if the voting age were lowered?

	8. Australians and foreign laws
	8. Should the Australian government get involved with Australians charged with offences in other countries?


Requirements
A written report of a maximum 2000 words. 
You must keep a folio of your research as evidence of ownership and authenticity of your investigation. 

You may use or adapt the following format to guide your learning.

Introduction
This may include:

· a hypothesis and/or guiding question(s)

· a definition of the contemporary social or cultural issue

· a reason for the choice of issue, indicating an appreciation of its significance

· the overall aim of the investigation

· proposed methods. 

Body

This comprises the analysis and synthesis, including, for example:

· a brief background to the issue

· an analysis of primary and secondary sources, identifying reasons for particular viewpoints 

· a synthesis, drawing together the main arguments into a summary of the findings.

Conclusion

This comprises comments on the significance of the main findings, such as:

· an evaluation of the extent to which the findings support, or fail to support, the hypothesis and/or guiding question(s), and reasons why

· an evaluation and explanation of trends

· recognition of the limitations of the investigation

· unexpected, surprising, or frustrating findings and/or other reflections on the learning

· suggestions of possible future trends and/or social action.

.
Assessment Design Criteria components addressed in this task

Knowledge and Understanding 

KU1
Knowledge and understanding of issues in contemporary societies and cultures.
KU2
Knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change
KU3
Understanding of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.

Investigation and Critical Analysis

ICA1
Investigation and critical analysis of sources and perspectives on issues related to contemporary societies and cultures in local and global contexts.

ICA2
Investigation and critical analysis of aspects of contemporary societies and cultures in local and global contexts.
ICA3
Critical analysis of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
Evaluation and Communication 

EC1
Evaluation and use of evidence from relevant sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

EC2
Communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Critical Analysis
	Collaboration
	Evaluation and Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of the complexity of a range of issues in contemporary societies and cultures.

Sophisticated knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Perceptive understanding of both obvious and subtle ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Well-organised and focused investigation and perceptive critical analysis of a variety of sources and perspectives on issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Well-organised and focused investigation and perceptive critical analysis of aspects of contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Perceptive and well-informed critical analysis of the complex ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Productive and inclusive collaborative analysis, planning, and evaluation of social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Insightful, inclusive, and well-informed collaborative social action.

Constructive and well-focused individual contribution to group activities.
	Insightful and focused evaluation and use of evidence from a variety of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Incisive and coherent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge, and well-informed understanding, of some of the complexity of a range of issues in contemporary societies and cultures.

Some depth in knowledge, and well-considered understanding, of the nature and causes of social change.

Well-considered understanding of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Well-organised investigation and thoughtful critical analysis of different sources and perspectives on issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Well-organised investigation and thoughtful critical analysis of aspects of contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Well-informed critical analysis of some of the complex ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Convincing collaborative analysis, planning, and evaluation of social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Well-organised and well-informed collaborative social action.

Thoughtful and active individual contribution to group activities.
	Well-considered and informed evaluation and use of evidence from different sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Thoughtful and clear communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	C
	Some detailed knowledge and informed understanding of issues in contemporary societies and cultures.

Some detailed knowledge and informed understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Considered understanding of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Generally organised investigation and considered critical analysis of sources and perspectives on issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Generally organised investigation and considered critical analysis of aspects of contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Informed critical analysis of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Considered collaborative analysis, planning, and evaluation of social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Generally organised and informed collaborative social action. 

Appropriate and considered individual contribution to group activities.
	Considered evaluation and use of evidence from different sources and perspectives, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Competent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and/or cultural issues.

	D
	Identification and awareness of some issues in contemporary societies and cultures.

Some recognition and understanding of the causes of social change.

Identification and awareness of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected.
	Basic investigation skills and descriptions of information from some sources and/or perspectives on issues related to contemporary societies or cultures, in local and global contexts.

Basic investigation skills and descriptions of information from some aspects of contemporary societies or cultures.

Description of some obvious ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Superficial contribution to collaborative analysis, planning, and evaluation of social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic. 

Attempt to engage in collaborative social action. 

Superficial individual contribution to group activities.
	Superficial and limited use of evidence from easily accessible sources, with limited perspectives, and inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

Communication of basic ideas about one or more social and/or cultural issues.

	E
	Some awareness of one or more issues in a contemporary society or culture.

Limited awareness of social change or connections in or between contemporary societies or cultures.
	Attempted use of one or more sources, which may have some relevance to an issue in a contemporary society or culture.

Brief description of an aspect of a contemporary society, culture, or power structure.
	Few elements of collaborative inquiry, social action, or evaluation.

Limited individual contribution to group activities.
	Attempted use of evidence from one or more easily accessible sources, with limited acknowledgment of sources.

Attempted communication about one or more social and/or cultural issues.



Your assessment for this task is the on balance compilation of your achievement against each of the specific features as indicated above. 









S:\Senior Years\`DRAFTING\Robin Aukett\local progs and subs\JIS Tasks\JIS task 6.doc      28/05/2010                               1

